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Raymond Wong’s induction into the 
OCAA Hall of Fame this year was a first 
for any Humber badminton player.

His accolades speak volumes, 
which is why Humber athletic direc-
tor Dog Fox felt that now was as good a 
time as any for Wong’s induction.

“The criteria is two years after 
you’re out, but quite often we wait four 
or five years to just make sure that their 
career stands the test of time. I think it 
was like a Mario Lemieux type thing, 
we just knew his career was outstand-
ing,” said athletic director Doug Fox.

Wong was the first of his family, in-
cluding Humber badminton superstar 
Tracy Wong, to play badminton for 
Humber. 

But both Tracy and Raymond have 
been dominant in this sport for the 
Hawks.

Despite the induction being anoth-
er accomplishment to hang up on the 
wall, Wong was elated by the award.

“I was very happy and honoured,” 
said Raymond Wong.

Badminton coach Mike Kopinak 
said Wong’s on-court dominance can 
be summed up by two traits, “Speed 
and racquet skills. Those combinations 
are deadly.”

While playing for Humber, Wong 
won OCAA single’s gold in 2007 and 
2008. 

In his third year he transitioned to 
mixed doubles where he won another 
OCAA gold as well as CCAA gold with 

partner Renee Yip. He was inducted 
into Humber’s Hall of Fame in Octo-
ber 2012.

“When he first came [to Humber] 
he really didn’t enjoy school. He was 
reluctant about the whole process,” 
Fox said. “After playing for us for three 
years there is no question he bought 
into Humber and what we do here and 
it became very important to him.”

After graduating in 2011, Wong 
took on a coaching role with Humber’s 
badminton program.

“I was really happy to come back to 
coach for Humber. It feels like I’m re-
turning home,” Wong said.

“When he is a coach, I respect him 
as a coach. I don’t really think of him 
as a brother then,” said Tracy Wong, 
20, Raymond’s sister and a health and 
fitness promotion student.

Humber has seen its badminton 
program turn into a powerhouse in re-
cent years. This year Tracy won CCAA 
doubles gold with her brother’s former 
partner Yip.

Fox said Wong transformed the 
badminton program.

“He was the highest profile recruit 
we’ve had with our badminton program.

“Him coming to Humber trans-
formed our program because it gave us 
credibility,” he said.

Kopinak also agreed that Wong 
helped build the Humber badminton 
program to what it is today.

“Once we got Ray, we started to get 
better players,” Kopinak said. “Ray re-
ally paved the way to where we are at 
today, whether he knows that or not.”
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Wong slides for a return. In three years Wong won three OCAA gold medals as 
well as a CCAA gold.

Jonathan Rumley
Sports Reporter

Campus recreational programs are 
a fun way for Humber students to get 
active in sports, but many don’t realize 
that it’s students who keep these activi-
ties running.

There are a number of activities li-
able to get students’ hearts pumping.

Badminton, ping-pong, basketball, 
dodgeball, European handball, and ul-
timate Frisbee; the athletic recreation 
centre has what students are looking for.

Individuals can win Humber gear.
More often than not, it’s students 

themselves who are the backbone of 
these bustling programs.

Justin Deyell, 24, an international 
business student, has enjoyed working 
at the student recreation centre.

He runs ball hockey intramurals 
and has encouraged friends and class-
mates to join the athletic centre work-
force.

“You get to meet a lot of people. Most 
of my friends come to the gym. It’s a re-
ally positive experience,” Deyell said.

Alan Merrick, 22, a member of the 
business administration program, helps 
set up nets for volleyball and organize 
teams for badminton tournaments.

“It’s actually a really fun job,” said 

Merrick. “You get to meet a whole bunch 
of people. It has a great social aspect.”

He said his roommates really enjoy 
working on campus with other stu-
dents and it was their involvement that 
got him interested in joining.

“In a house of four, three of us work 
at the gym,” he said. “To have a job at 
the gym, it’s almost like the cool thing 
to do. A lot of people envy our jobs.”

Garrett Magee, 23, a criminal jus-
tice student, works as a gym supervisor 

with campus recreation.
He helps organize events such as 

the intramural 3-on-3 basketball tour-
nament in which over 20 teams par-
ticipated. Magee said there are plenty of 
activities continuously being organized 
by students. “We have a lot of stuff going 
on here all the time,” Magee said.

Deyell acknowledged the important 
role that students play in running these 
activities. “We organize a lot of different 
events. There’s a lot of organized chaos 

going on over here,” he said.
Magee said that students’ role in 

athletics is priceless.
“It builds the community, it helps 

people understand the spirit of coming 
to Humber,” he said. “I think the stu-
dents working here, it adds to it.”

Merrick said that being involved in 
student recreation has made his time at 
Humber much more enjoyable. “If you 
could get a job here, I would. It really 
enhances your college experience.”
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Garrett Magee (left) and Justin Deyell setting up a badminton net. They are an integral part of the various recreational programs available.

Volunteer corps anchors campus rec
Humber students 
make recreation 
programs work 
through dedication
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Humber’s curling teams will 
have a different look next year. 

Men’s lead Alex Kidd, men’s 
third Michael Checca, and women’s 
skip Clancy Grandy will be gradu-
ating at the end of this term, leaving 
both squads with big holes to fill.

“We’re going to miss them,” said 
Shawn Watt, men’s second. “You 
can’t replace [Kidd and Checca].”

Bob Meijer, the men’s skip, said 
the biggest obstacle for the team 
going forward will be to build new 
relationships with teammates. “It’s 
going to be tough to find new play-
ers that have the same chemistry as 
we do,” Meijer said. “[Chemistry] is 
pretty important in a team, espe-
cially in curling.”

The women’s team is familiar 
with losing players. After winning 
silver at the OCAA finals last year, 
the only player to return to the 
team this year was lead Maria Cris-
tina De Rose. Head Coach Cindy 
Bishop said it was simply a matter 
of program choices. 

“The skips the last two years 
were in a one-year program,” said 
Bishop, “Now we have some players 
on the team that are in a multiple 
year program.”

Bishop said that while the loss 
of the three players will impact the 
system, the program will continue 
to do well. 

“We’re going into season three 
next year, so hopefully we’ve started 
to develop a bit of a feeder system so 
that we have a couple of players who 
are coming up through the ranks,” 
Bishop said. 

“We will miss [those that are 
leaving], but we still have a good 
opportunity to keep the program 
growing.”

Additionally, Bishop said an-
other aspect that will help the pro-
gram grow is the reputation Hum-
ber is gaining. 

“We’re starting to become 
known as a pretty good place to 
come to curl,” said the coach. 
In particular, Bishop referred to 
young athletes she’s coached at 
summer curling camps. “Already 
there’s some people that I know 
who are coming to Humber to try 
out for the team.”

As for Checca and Kidd, Chec-
ca said they plan on forming their 
own independent Ontario Curling 
Tour team next year. 

“I’m pretty excited to be going 
into the tour next year, it’s defi-
nitely something that I’ve always 
wanted to do.”

    Kidd agreed. “It’s going to be 
different, but I’m definitely excited at 
the prospect of playing in a new envi-
ronment,” he said. “We’re both really 
excited at the next step in our curling 
career.”
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